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Ulsan Aluminum Orders Automation Upgrade for
Aluminum Hot Finishing Mill
 Primetals Technologies to modernize Level 1 and Level 2 automation systems
 Ulsan Aluminum to benefit from increased IT security and future-proof operations
 Implementation planned for October 2025

Primetals Technologies has recently received an order from South Korean aluminum producer Ulsan
Aluminum for a comprehensive upgrade of the automation systems at its 3-stand hot finishing mill in
Ulsan, South Korea.

Modernization of Level 1 and 2 Automation

The project scope includes system upgrades of both the Level 1 and Level 2 automation systems,
virtualization of all servers, and modernization of the process automation’s human-machine interface
(HMI) system. The main benefits for Ulsan Aluminum are significantly increased IT security, reduced
OPEX-related costs, and future-proof operations. This upgrade will enable Ulsan Aluminum to smoothly
integrate digital assistants and other digitalization solutions.

Primetals Technologies originally supplied the hot rolling mill in 2013. The mill was added to an existing
hot reversing twin coiling mill to increase throughput, as part of plans to expand into automotive sheet
production in the Asian market. The entry thicknesses range from 25 to 60 millimeters, while exit
thicknesses vary from 1.8 to 6 millimeters.

Improved Product Quality

All systems will be operated on virtual servers, which reduces maintenance needs and enables fast
scaling of digital services. As a result of the modernization, Ulsan Aluminum can expect improved
product quality and increased productivity. Plant shutdown and implementation is scheduled for
September to October 2025.

Formed in 2017, Ulsan Aluminum is a joint venture of Novelis and Kobe Steel. The company is a leading
supplier of aluminum flat-rolled products to various market segments, including automotive, beverage
cans, and specialty aluminum applications. The plant in Ulsan boasts an annual capacity of 400 000
tons.
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Primetals Technologies will upgrade the automation systems at Ulsan Aluminium’s hot finishing mill.

Representatives from Ulsan Aluminium and Primetals Technologies at the kick-off meeting in July 2024.

Ulsan Aluminium is a leading supplier of aluminum flat-rolled products to the Asian market.



Primetals Technologies, Limited
A Group Company of Mitsubishi Heavy Industries

Chiswick Park, Building 11, 566 Chiswick High Road

Communications W4 5YS London
United Kingdom

Press reference number: PR2024093212en Page 3/3

This press release and a royalty-free picture are available at primetals.com/press/

Contact for journalists:
Björn Westin, Press Officer

bjoern.westin@primetals.com

Mob. +43 664 6150250

Follow us on social media:

linkedin.com/company/primetals

facebook.com/primetals

twitter.com/primetals

Primetals Technologies, Limited, headquartered in London, United Kingdom, is a pioneer and world leader in the fields of engineering, plant

building, and the provision of lifecycle services for the metals industry. The company offers a complete technology, product, and services

portfolio that includes integrated electrics and automation, digitalization, and environmental solutions. This covers every step of the iron and

steel production chain—from the raw materials to the finished product—and includes the latest rolling solutions for the nonferrous metals sector.

Primetals Technologies is a Group Company of Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, with around 7,000 employees worldwide. To learn more about

Primetals Technologies, visit the company website primetals.com.


