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voestalpine Tasks Primetals Technologies with 
Automation Upgrade of Pickling and Tandem Cold Mill  

 Comprehensive modernization of pickling line and tandem cold mill (PLTCM) to enhance IT 
security and automation system availability 

 All systems to be integrated into voestalpine’s virtualization environment, streamlining 
operations and maintenance  

 Startup planned for mid-2026  

Primetals Technologies is implementing a software upgrade across the entire Level 1 and Level 2 
process control systems at voestalpine stahl’s BETA 2 pickling line and tandem cold mill (PLTCM) in 
Linz, Austria. This upgrade will strengthen IT security, increase system availability, and ensure that the 
PLTCM meets the latest standards in automation. Commissioning is scheduled for mid-2026.  

The project includes upgrading to the latest Siemens PCS7 version, integrating various third-party 
packages into a unified PCS7 project, and migrating the process automation system to new Windows 
and Oracle environments. 

Enhanced Reliability and Availability 

The BETA 2 line produces high-strength and ultra-high-strength steels for the automotive, household 
appliance, and construction industries, as well as electrical steel. The modernization will improve 
operational reliability and ensure long-term compatibility with the latest hardware and software.  

To maximize system availability and streamline software maintenance, all automation engineering 
systems will be integrated into voestalpine’s virtualization environment. This approach will streamline 
operations and maintenance for staff working across multiple lines.  

A Strong, Ongoing Partnership 

Primetals Technologies was selected for this project due to its proven track record with voestalpine, 
including a major upgrade of the BETA 3 cold rolling mill and a 2013 project involving new pickling tanks 
and a complete electrics and automation upgrade at BETA 2. 



Primetals Technologies, Limited 
A Group Company of Mitsubishi Heavy Industries 

Chiswick Park, Building 11, 566 
Chiswick High Road 

Communications W4 5YS London 
 United Kingdom 
  
  
Press reference number: PR2025103523en Page 2/3 
  

 

The two companies are also collaborating on several major iron- and steelmaking projects, such as the 
HYFOR and Smelter hydrogen-based industrial-scale demonstration plant and the implementation of a 
180-ton EAF Ultimate electric arc furnace, all located in Linz. 

voestalpine is an international group of specialized companies focused on producing, processing, and 
advancing high-quality steel products. The company is one of Europe’s leading partners for the 
automotive, energy, white goods, and consumer goods industries. 

 

Primetals Technologies will upgrade voestalpine’s BETA 2 pickling line and tandem cold mill (PLTCM). 

 

This press release and a royalty-free picture are available at primetals.com/en/press-releases/  

 

Contact for journalists: 

Björn Westin, Press Officer  

bjoern.westin@primetals.com 

Mob. +43 664 6150250  

 

Follow us on social media: 

linkedin.com/company/primetals  

facebook.com/primetals 

x.com/primetals 

instagram.com/primetals_technologies  

youtube.com/primetalstechnologies 
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Primetals Technologies, Limited, headquartered in London, United Kingdom, is a pioneer and world leader in the fields of engineering, plant 

building, and the provision of lifecycle services for the metals industry. The company offers a complete technology, product, and services 

portfolio that includes integrated electrics and automation, digitalization, and environmental solutions. This covers every step of the iron and 

steel production chain—from the raw materials to the finished product—and includes the latest rolling solutions for the nonferrous metals sector. 

Primetals Technologies is a Group Company of Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, with around 7,000 employees worldwide. To learn more about 

Primetals Technologies, visit the company website primetals.com. 

 

 

 

 

 


